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23 February 2010

Attn: Mr. Jakup Krasniqi 

The President of the Kosovo Assembly 

R  E P O R T

Ex Officio no.  50/2010

The situation of the Roma, Ashkali and Egiptian community in the camps of the northern part of Mitrovica and in Leposavić 

A part of the Roma, Ashkali and Egjiptian (RAE) community, in 1999 were displaced by the UNHCR to the northern part of Mitrovica, and were settled in the reconstructed camps close to the mine of Trepça, as the only available place for this community, designated by UNMIK. 

In 2000, the World Health Organization (WHO) made an overall environment expertise in the camps in the north of Mitrovica city, whose results constrained UNMIK to close down the lead smelter, in order to reduce health risk caused by pollution. Based on the mentioned expertise results, the residents of the camps were the most affected by lead poisoning. Finally, the WHO recommended to UNMIK that the camps settled by the members of the RAE community to be vacated and they to be moved to other location. 

During these 9 years, the WHO and the United States Center for Disease Control and Prevention have done several medical tests of the health state of the resident camps, especially during 2004 and 2007. In the April of 2008, the Institute of Public Health and Protection of the Republic of Serbia made also other series of tests in 104 children. This examination showed that the residents of the camps are still suffering from a high level poisoning. In few residents, the blood lead level content was so high, that the testing instruments weren’t capable of carrying out the measurement. The analyses also showed that there were traces of other heavy metals in their blood as well.

The lead poisoning had affected not only the life and the health of the residents of the camps, but it had a negative effect also in the psychic and physical development of children and adults. In 2006, the family with surname Mustafa was sent to Germany for medical treatment. After laboratory analyses, the results had proven that the child named Denis (7 years old), was in a very difficult health state and that he cannot live more than 35 years.
These families have continued to live in these camps until the mid of 2006, when UNMIK closed down after an exerted pressure by international media and by the Institution of the Ombudsperson. Out of them, 100 families were sheltered in the camp of Osterode and Çesmin Lug, which was thought to be more secure from lead pollution.
In  2007 and  2008, several of these families were given an opportunity to return to Roma Mahalla in the southern part of Mitrovica, however, the largest part of them are continuing to live in the camps in the north of Mitrovica under very bad hygienic conditions.

On May 1, 2008, the responsibility of the management of the Osterode camp was handed over from the Department of UNMIK for Central Administration to the Ministry for Communities and Returns of the Republic of Kosovo.

The Ombudsperson of Kosovo, the issue of the resident camps of the RAE community in the northern part of Mitrovica put forward on July 4, 2008 thus starting with ex. Officio investigations after the publication of an article in the newspaper “Kosova Post” on June 30, 2008, and followed meeting with the leader of the German NGO “Society for Threatened Peoples”. 

On April 01, 2009, the Institution of the Ombudsperson turned to the President of the Assembly of Kosova, the Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosova, the President of the Parliamentary Commission for Human Rights, Gender Equality and Missing Persons and Petitions, the Minister of Health, the Minister for Communities and Returns and the Minister of Labor and Social Welfare with a letter, to which he hasn’t received any reply. In his letter, the Acting Ombudsman was recommending to the above mentioned institutions: 

- An immediate and sustainable displacement of the resident camps, in consultation with the community representatives, to a location where their security and dignity is guaranteed:

- having in mind the critical state and the importance of the  situation, the provision of an adequate shelter, without taking into consideration that whether they are able to witness the right to property in the southern part of Mitrovica or other municipalities in Kosovo,

-an immediate interference of the Health Ministry, in cooperation with the Ministry for Communities and Returns, in order to  improve  health conditions of the  resident camps who are still affected by lead poisoning.

On February 2, 2010, The Ombudsperson with his associates and the representative of the NGO Society for Threatened Peoples for Kosovo visited the camps resided by the members of the RAE communities. The Ombudsperson, during the meeting with the representatives of the residents in the camps of Osterode, in Çesmin Lug and small town of Leposaviq, was closely informed with the problems and challenges faced by the residents of the camps. 

In the camp of Osterode there are actually 96 families, with approximately 420 residents, out of which 200 are children of age 0 up to 16.  In this camp they came from the camp of Zhitkovc, in 2006, where they have remained since 1999. The representative of the camp asserts that in the camp   they were settled by UNMIK-u and were told that they would stay there only 40 days until it would be found a more appropriate other location. However, they stayed there about 7 years until 2006. 

The living conditions in the camp of Osterode are better than in the camp in Zhitkovc, but difficult for living. As far as the health protection is concerned, they have health care every working day from 14, 00 to 16, 00 hours.  A medical sister makes regular visits in the camp and if there are serious cases she transfers them to the health center in the northern part of Mitrovica. 

Supply with electricity so far has been the same as in the northern part of Mitrovica, but now the invoicing of the consumed electricity has begun and they have no economic conditions to meet the   expenses. Likewise, the water supply is the same as in the whole city. As for the heating, not long ago they have used for warming climatization devices, but currently they aren’t functioning and UHNCR has given them 40 stoves for heating and 2 m³ of heating wood for each.  

In the camp it’s functioning the Center of Women, supplementary classes for preschool children (30 regular children) and for those of elementary schools in the Serbian language, although they declare that their mother tongue is Albanian. These are funded by UNICEF. The children follow lessons also in the regular elementary school “Branko Radiçeviq” in the northern part of Mitrovica .

Up to the end of 2008, the camp maintenance was financed by Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC).  For the month of January 2009, the financing was taken over by the Ministry for Communities and Returns of the Republic of Kosovo, as well as from the Kosovo Agency for Advocacy and Development (KAAD). The Ministry for Communities and Returns also is financing the maintenance of the infrastructure of the Osterode camp.   

The employment issue still remains a big problem for these camp residents. Only 6 persons from the Osterode camp are working in the cleaning maintenance enterprise “Standard” in the northern part of Mitrovica. Some families benefit from the social assistance (65 Euros) from MLSW, and one part from social assistance (from 35 to 90 Euros) of the Republic of Serbia. Almost every fifth family lives with that what it finds in the containers, old metals etc.

A donation for the reconstruction of  50 houses in the Roma Mahalla from USAID that should be  implemented by  Mercy Corps, it hasn’t started yet though USAID has requested to be reviewed the location with  lead contamination and afterwards to be decided on the beginning of the reconstruction of the houses.

The earlier reconstruction of few houses and a residing facility for the Romas returned from Montenegro, Serbia, Vojvodina and other places, have remained  empty because they have returned  from where they had come, because they have found there better opportunities for life and work.  The opinion of the camp residents is that perhaps it would be better if once is to be taken care of the residents of the camps, then the return of those who are outside of Kosova.  

The residents of the camp of Osterode have been informed with the attitudes of the Kosovo Government, that this camp should be closed and all residents to be displaced to Roma Mahalla in the southern part of Mitrovica, in the containers or in the camp where previously was located the Danish KFOR, at the village of Zhabar of the Mitrovica municipality until their houses will be built in the Roma Mahalla. The camp residents are opposing such a solution and don’t like to move in the containers and to continue this way from camp to camp. They are tired from these displacements. They initially were displaced from one elementary school building, where they were placed in 1999, In Zhitkovac. From there, in 2006 one part  passed to the camp of Osterode, and one other to the camp of Çesmin Lug, whereas a small number continued to stay in Zhitkovac.

The municipality of Mitrovica has proposed a location where the houses are to be reconstructed and given to them , but the reconstruction plan of the houses isn’t in conformity with normal standards and according to the residents of this camp the proposal isn’t acceptable for the families of the camps.

The priority requirement for the residents of this camp is an adequate curing of the children. At the second place is the requirement for their settlement in an uncontaminated place. The third step is employment and to ensure conditions for a dignified life. Talking with the Ombudsperson, and  being aware about the disability of their displacement outside Kosovo, the residents of the camps, as the citizens of the Republic of Kosovo, require only a dignified life of a man, at an secure location for life and  uncontaminated, thus securing life with their honest work. 

The visit of the Ombudsperson to the camp of Çesmin Lug

The Ombudsperson together with his associates have visited also the camp of Çesmin Lug, which is located next to the camp of Osterode, where have been settled about 47 families with approximately 160 residents and was met with the camp residents.  
In this camp the situation is extraordinarily difficult, without normal conditions for life. The peoples there have surrounded the space where they live with boards and sheets and old cardboard. These are called residing huts. Land floor is covered by a fabric that cannot be called carpet. On such a surface was living the family of Fetije Avdiu, 42 years old with 10 children and her husband.  The oldest child was 20 years, whereas the youngest 4 months old. Within 11-12 square meters are living 12 persons. It’s called kitchen, sleeping room and corridor.   

A resident of this camp was the deceased Bejtullah Ademi 48 year old, who was found dead on January 26, 2010 at the village of Bresnica of Zveqan, who had gone there to look for any kind of job. The existence of such a camp as that in Çesmin Lug, when are taken into consideration what the camp residents have gone through, it‘s undignified and very painful, simply, it’s the shame of a society. 

The visit of the Ombudsperson in the camp in Leposaviq

In the purposely set up camp for the community of RAE in Leposavić, the Ombudsperson was met with the representative of this camp that at the same time is the representative of the whole RAE community of Mitrovica, Mr. Skender Gushani. He informed the Ombudsperson with a difficult state in which are the members of the RAE community at all camps in the region of Mitrovica. In this camp are living 37 families with approximately 160 residents.  They mainly come from Roma Mahalla in the southern part of Mitrovica, but, there are also from other towns of Kosova. 

A joint requirement of the residing families in this camp, especially those that are coming from Vushtrri, Skenderaj, Prishtina etc., is to talk with municipalities on their return to their  originating place, where the integration would be easier.  

As far as the following of the teaching process is concerned, 45 children are following regular teaching process at an elementary school, whereas two others are following secondary school in Leposaviq. They have no objections on health care, and there’s no discrimination in the health care. However, what bothers them the most is the issue of their return to Roma Mahalla in the southern part of Mitrovica and the curing of the children with high lead concentration in blood. The residents have created a conviction, not on the whole without right that so far it has only been played with them and their issue has never been treated seriously. 

Taking into account:

· Article 12 of the International Covenant on the Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which sets forth the right for health as “ the right of everybody to enjoy the highest achievable standards of both  physical and mental health “;  

· Article 2 of the European Convention for Human Rights and Basic Rights, which protect the right to life  ;

· Taking into consideration the right for an adequate shelter, the non-discrimination principles provided by the Non-Discrimination Law and protected rights with the Convention on the Children’s Rights, 

The Ombudsperson establishes that the above mentioned elements show continuous violation of the international standards of human rights which are directly implementable in Kosovo, at the beginning by UNMIK and later by the Government of Kosovo. The responsibility from the management of the camp Osterode was handed over from the UNMIK’s Department for Central Administration to the Ministry for Communities and Returns on May 01, 2008. 

The Institution of the Ombudsperson, assesses that the current lead poisoning level of the resident camps in the northern part of Mitrovica, contains an urgent case as per paragraph 1-j of the Health Law no. 2004/4, promulgated by the Regulation of UNMIK no. 2004/31, because the situation at the moment “presents death risk or serious and permanent damaging of the health of citizens”. 

The Institution of the Ombudsperson, estimates that it’s of the primary interest and the duty of the public institutions, that without discrimination, to ensure the promotion and the protection of the population health; that in cooperation with all national and international actors, as well as with the residents of the camps themselves, to find a fortunate and sustainable solution for the residents of the camps in the northern part of Mitrovica and in Leposaviq.

The Ombudsperson thinks that it’s the last moment that all public authorities of the Republic of Kosovo, as well as all international organizations in Kosova, to fulfill their constitutional and legal obligation and their many-years promises made to these people, and to seriously engage for fully respect of the above mentioned recommendations of the IO made on April 01, 2009. To do everything what’s possible at this moment, in order not to be too late for the people living in those camps.
Yours Respectfully  

Sami Kurteshi

Ombudsperson
CC:                  Mr. Hashim Thaqi, Prime Minister of the Republic of Kosovo

Mr. Ismet Beqiri, President of Parliamentary Commission for Human Rights, Gender   

Equality, for Missing Persons and Petitions.

Mr. Alush Gashi, Minister of Health of the Republic of Kosovo.

Mr.Saśa Raśić,  Minister for Communities and Returns of the Republic of Kosovo.

Mr.  Nenad Raśić,  Minister of Labor and Social Welfare of the Republic of Kosovo

     

Mr. Shaip Muja, Political Counselor of Prime Minister’s Office.

Mr. Naser Ramadani, Executive Director in the National Institute of Public Health of Kosovo.

Ms. Nazmije Kajtazi, Human Rights Unit at the Health Ministry. 

        

Ms. Nazmije Krasniqi, Human Rights Unit at the Ministry of Labor and Social 



Welfare.

Mr. Irfan Berovic, Human Rights Unit at the Ministry for Communities and Returns.

                        Mr. Avni Kastrati, President of the Municipal Assembly of Mitrovica.
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